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How to complete this application form:
Each section contains further clarification and notes on what information is required. Please read this information together with the guidelines in the Call Specification Document prior to submitting your application online. 
When completing this application form, note the following:
· All fields are mandatory.
· You may use subheadings.
· The inclusion of tables or charts (as an image) is permitted. However, the text in such tables should be included in the word count. 
· The application form must be submitted in PDF format.
· Please remove all text in italics before converting the application to PDF and submitting it.
· Please do not password protect the PDF file.
Submission:
All applications must be submitted via the Jotform by 17:00 (Irish local time) Friday, 9 June 2023. The Jotform link is available on the NORF website (https://norf.ie/2023-open-research-fund/) under the heading “Open Research Stimulus 2023 - How to Apply”. Please note the following:
· Late applications will not be considered. 
· Applications must be submitted in PDF format. 
· Applications must be submitted by the Lead Applicant.
Further information:
This application form, call information and an FAQ are available at https://norf.ie/2023-open-research-fund/. For questions not covered in the FAQ please contact norfgrants@ria.ie by 17:00 (Irish local time) Friday, 2 June 2023.








Proposal Overview
Targeted Theme
A call to stimulate open research is an open call for projects that align with and address one of the three themes of the National Action Plan for Open Research 2022-2030:
· Establishing a culture of open research
· Achieving 100% open access to research publications
· Enabling FAIR research data and other outputs
Please specify the primary target theme of this proposal. Specify one target theme only. If more than one theme is addressed, you may provide additional details in the project description. For further details of the three themes please consult p. 6 of the National Action Plan for Open Research.
	



In order of priority (1 being the highest and 3 being the lowest), please specify which of the actions identified in the National Action Plan for Open Research this proposal addresses (max. 3):
1. 
2. 
3. 

Relevance to a specific discipline:
If relevant to all disciplines, please state “all disciplines”. Otherwise, list the specific discipline(s) targeted by the proposed project.
	




	
Relevance to a specific research community or stakeholder group:
If relevant to all communities, please state “all communities”. Otherwise, list the specific community/communities targeted by the proposed project. (e.g. early career researchers, research software engineers, research support professionals, postgraduate researchers etc.)
	







Lead Applicant
This person should be the primary contact point for NORF and is responsible for ensuring that progress on project implementation across all consortium partners (if applicable) is being adequately monitored. They have primary fiduciary responsibility and accountability for the project.

	Name: 
	

	Affiliation:
(i.e. the Lead Institution)
	

	Position:
	

	Email Address:
	

	ORCID ID:
	



Do you hold a contract with the Lead Institution for at least the duration of the application procedure and the entire duration of the research for which the grant is being applied for?
Yes/No

Role, contribution and relevant expertise (150 words): 
	








Partner Details 
Please add/delete the format below for each partner or delete and write N/A if no partners.
An application must be submitted by one Irish organisation/institution/entity as the Lead Institution. Other organisations can participate as Partner Institutions – there is no limit on the number of Partner Institutions. Proposals with teams drawing from a number of Irish institutions/groups are particularly encouraged.

For each contributor, clearly describe their role and contribution to the project, clarifying the type and nature of involvement (150 words per contributor). Applicants must demonstrate that the level, expertise, and track record of proposed personnel matches the ambition and scale of the project and that they possess the necessary breadth and skills in all methodological areas required to deliver the proposed programme of work. 
	Partner:
	Institution or Organisation 

	Details of contributing individuals
Name:
Job Title:
Email Address:
Role, contribution and relevant expertise (150 words per contributor): 

Name:
Job Title:
Email Address:
Role, contribution and relevant expertise: 

	Partner:
	(add additional partners as necessary)

	Details of contributing individuals
Name:
Job Title:
Email Address:
Role, contribution and relevant expertise: 

(add further rows as necessary)




Project Affiliates
Generally, Project Affiliates are individuals and/or institutions that contribute to funded priority actions in an advisory or governance capacity, such as members of Advisory Boards, Oversight Committees, Steering Groups etc. Project Affiliates do not directly perform Action tasks and do NOT sign a consortium agreement. There is no limit on the number of Project Affiliates.
Please add/delete the format below for each Project Affiliate, or delete and write N/A if no Project Affiliates. For each contributor, briefly describe their role and contribution to the project, clarifying the type and nature of involvement (150 words per). 
	Project Affiliate:
	Institution or Organisation 

	Details of contributing individuals
Name:
Job Title:
Email Address:
Role, contribution and relevant expertise (150 words per contributor): 

Name:
Job Title:
Email Address:
Role, contribution and relevant expertise: 

	Project Affiliate:
	Institution or Organisation

	Details of contributing individuals
Name:
Job Title:
Email Address:
Role, contribution and relevant expertise: 

(add further rows as necessary)




Project Description
Award Duration (months)
Projects will be expected to start on 2 October 2023. Projects can have an award duration of up to 24 months, but shorter time periods are encouraged where possible.

	



Project Title
	



Project Abstract (200 words)
Please provide a summary of the proposal that explains it in accessible terms suitable for distribution to a wide audience, e.g., on the NORF website, in press releases.

	






Detailed Project Description (2500 words)
Project Objectives and Outcomes: Detail the specific project objectives and how they meet the objectives in the call. Define measurable targets and explain how the intended outcomes are informed by and align with Ireland’s National Action Plan for Open Research, and with international best practice.
Project Methodology: Detail the project methodology. Where applicable, detail the process by which relevant stakeholders across the research sector and/or diverse disciplinary perspectives will be engaged. Outline the project’s governance framework, and articulate 0ptions for post-project sustainability.
Project Impact: Describe the expected impact of the project on the uptake of open research practices in Ireland, as well as intended dissemination and communication of results. If relevant, outline the strategy for the management and protection of intellectual property.
Project Implementation: Detail project management, organisation and workplan, milestones and deliverables. Provide a risk assessment and contingency plan. A Gantt chart is required (mandatory- on a separate page). Open Science practices should be followed and identified; a Data Management Plan is required (mandatory- as a separate document: see Science Europe’s DMP template), along with a plan for updating it. It will be a condition of the grant that solutions are open (i.e., no vendor lock-in), that the dissemination of project outputs are Open Access, and that project data are managed and shared in compliance with the FAIR principles.

	














Budget 
Summarise the amounts requested to perform this project in the table below. The budget should include at least category totals for staff time, other direct costs such as events, travel, equipment, consultancy, etc., and overheads, to be calculated at 25% of full staff costs. The budget range is €50,000-€100,000. Total budget should not exceed the maximum available budget. In the case of personnel costs, specify the type of position, percentage of FTE, and months of staff time. Add additional rows to clarify costs where required (i.e. if employing one than one member of staff, add each cost separately). The category “other” is not allowed: provide sufficient detail for the cost duration, scope, etc. to be understandable, e.g. months of staff time, number and nature of events, types of dissemination. For clarification please first consult the FAQ then direct questions to norfgrants@ria.ie by 17:00 (Irish local time) Friday, 2 June 2023.
	Cost Category
	Description
	Cost (euro)

	Personnel Costs
	(add new rows if multiple staff)
	

	Salary
	
	

	Employer’s PRSI
	
	

	Employer’s Pension
	
	

	
	Total Personnel Costs
	

	Other Direct Costs
	(add new rows to specify individual costs under each category)
	

	Materials & Consumables
	
	

	Travel
	
	

	Events
	
	

	Equipment
	
	

	Consultancy 
	(specify hourly rate, time)
	

	Other external services
	
	

	Dissemination Costs
	
	

	FAIR data management costs
	
	

	
	Total Other Direct Costs
	

	Overhead Costs 
	(25% of full salary costs)
	

	
	Total
	




Open Research Track Record of the Lead Applicant (200 words)
Briefly outline your interest and involvement in open research to date. This may include experience and commitment to making your research openly accessible and FAIR, or contributions to communities, tools or policies to facilitate or progress open research at local, national or international levels. 
	






Involvement in other NORF-funded Activities (if any):
Please specify your involvement in any NORF-funded projects, either awarded in previous calls or submitted to the 2023 calls. 
	








Signature of Lead Applicant

Signature:


Name:

Date:




Institutional Sign-Off
Please provide the endorsement of a person authorised to commit the lead institution to external grant funding.

Signature: 



Name:

Job Title:

Date:
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